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Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 November 2003 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal ma 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) IE Claim(s) 10-43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 10-43 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 1 9 and 1 20 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

37^ F R S I P 73 fiC reference was included in tne firs' sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet, 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52)~~ 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 10-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
ait that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 



The specification, as originally filed, fails to provide express support for copolymers 
having "1-3 styrene units" and 6-8 maleic anhydride units now defining component (CI). Since 
no express support can be found for said new limitation, such is deemed NEW MATTER. It 
would appear from the structural formula set forth at page 1 1, that the copolymer would contain 
from 6-8 maleic anhydride units and from 6-24 styrene units. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
s?b\T Cifi tf ti0 h S h1h COnCl r de T h 0I ds° r ° laimS partiCUlarly P° intin S out wi distinctly claiming the 

4. Claims 1 1-15 and 25-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 11-14, 20, 22, 30-33 and 41, there is no express antecedent basis from the base 
claim for mixtures of the recited components. 
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In claim 14, it is unclear how the terpolymer can contain 0% alkyl(meth)acrylate. 
In claims 15 and 25, does "up to" include zero as the lower limit? 
In claims 11, 12, 26, the metes and bounds of "high impact' polystyrene are indefinite. 
Furthermore, said high impact polystyrene does not have express antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §/103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 




6. Claims 10-13, 16-19, 23, 24, 26, 30, 32, 38, 40, 42 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over EP 242158. 

In essence the disclosure of EP '158 differs from the presently amended claims with 
respect to the styrene/maleic anhydride copolymer. Although not expressly exemplified, it is 
maintained that the reference's general disclosure includes copolymers wherein the maleic 
anhyoriae units outnumber the styrene units. Accordingly, absent evidence of unusual or 
unexpected results, no patentability can be seen in the presently claimed subject matter. 

Response to Arguments 
1. Applicant's arguments filed November 4, 2003 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive with respect to the art rejection over EP 0242158. 

Although not expressly exemplified, it is maintained that the reference's general 
disclosure includes copolymers wherein the maleic anhydride units outnumber the styrene units. 
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Accordingly, absent evidence of unusual or unexpected results, no patentability can be seen in 
the presently claimed subject matter. 

8. Applicants' amendments filed November 4, 2003 have effectively overcome the art 
rejections over DE 4235505 and U.S. 6,303,689. 

Conclusion 

9. Applic ant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutoiy period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ana L. Woodward whose telephone number is (571) 272-1082. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James J. Seidleck can be reached on (571) 272-1078. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number jS'CjT-il '272-0996 '. 




la L. Woodward 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1711 



